
 

1 

 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (9
th

-AUGUST-2021) 

 1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRPF Square, Bhubaneswar-750015 

Ph. : 8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

A DEATH FORETOLD:  

ON ACTIVIST STAN SWAMY'S DEATH 
There is a pattern of institutional oppression behind the demise of Father Stan Swamy 

 

It was a death his well-wishers feared would happen and one he had anticipated. Father Stan 

Swamy, an 84-year-old Jesuit priest, known for his service and activism in the cause of Adivasis, died nine 

months into his unjust imprisonment on tenuous charges. A death that was simply allowed to happen 

despite being foretold by his deteriorating health in prison will weigh on the country’s collective 

conscience for long. His age and frailty drew no sympathy from either the prosecuting agency or the trial 

court, which clung to the state narrative of there being grounds to believe that he was part of a Maoist 

plot to overthrow the government. Despite being a fit case for bail, he was denied bail, mainly due to the 

statutory bar on bail under the anti-terrorism law invoked against him. The best the diffident judiciary 

could do for him was a spell of hospitalisation, even as the octogenarian pleaded that he be given interim 

bail to be with his friends or allowed to die in prison. The Bombay High Court did issue notice on his bail 

petition, observing that he was entitled to bail, but his end came in a hospital even before the matter 

could be taken up for final disposal. Much of the blame and accountability for his death should be on the 

NIA, which perversely opposed his release, and the court which could have granted interim bail weeks 

earlier. 

 

It was fairly obvious that his prison stay, especially during the pandemic, was detrimental to his well-

being. A good two months elapsed between the High Court seeking the NIA’s response to his bail plea on 

medical grounds and his death. The same court had intervened to grant interim bail to Varavara Rao, 

another elderly co-accused, holding that bail can be granted “purely on the grounds of sickness, advanced 

age, infirmity and health conditions”, especially if incarceration amounted to endangering life. It is 

systemic and institutional failure that another undertrial placed in similar circumstances did not get the 

benefit of this humane approach. A pattern of institutional oppression can be seen in the events, from the 

denial of a sipper in jail to his death while in custody. Two larger issues here are the questionable legality 

of the bail-denying feature of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act and the validity of the Bhima-

Koregaon case itself. It is time the higher judiciary examined these; especially the attempt to link a simple 

case arising out of violence a day after the Elgar Parishad, a commemorative event held in Pune, and an 

alleged Maoist plot involving lawyers, activists and human rights defenders. To make matters worse, 

credible reports that some of the electronic evidence gathered in this case could have been planted 

remotely by malware were never investigated. The call for accountability for Fr. Swamy’s death rings 

painfully true. 

 

 foretell (verb) – predict, foresee, anticipate; 

indicate, signal. 

 activist (noun) – a person who supports a 

political or societal change/cause. 

 institutional (adjective) – organized, formal, 

systematic, methodical. 

 oppression (noun) – persecution, abuse, ill-

treatment, suppression. 

 demise (noun) – death, dying, passing away. 

 anticipate (verb) – expect, foresee, foretell, 

predict. 

 Jesuit (noun) – a member of the Society of 

Jesus, a Roman Catholic order of religious 

men founded by St. Ignatius of Loyola in 1534 

to do educational, missionary, and charitable 

works. 

 priest (noun) – clergyman, father, pastor. 

 activism (noun) – involvement; 

campaigning/supporting (to cause political or 

social change). 

 unjust (adjective) – unfair, unreasonable, 

unjustifiable, inappropriate. 

 imprisonment (noun) – incarceration, 

custody, confinement. 

 tenuous (adjective) – insubstantial, doubtful, 

dubious, questionable, unspecific, indefinite. 

 charge (noun) – accusation, allegation, 

indictment. 

 deteriorate (verb) – worsen, get worse, 

decline, degenerate. 

 weigh on (phrasal verb) – make worried, 

make sad, make depressed, make anxious. 
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 weigh on your conscience (phrase) – to make 

you feel guilty. 

 collective (adjective) – combined, 

united/joint, cooperative (by all people as a 

group). 

 conscience (noun) – a sense of right and 

wrong, moral sense, inner voice. 

 collective conscience (noun) – the set of 

shared beliefs, ideas, norms and moral 

attitudes which operate as a unifying force 

within society. 

 frailty (noun) – weakness, infirmity, 

feebleness. 

 prosecuting agency (noun) – any public 

agency of the government authorized by 

statute or by the Attorney General to proceed 

on a criminal charge in a court of law. 

 trial court (noun) – a court of law where 

cases are tried at first. (try means to 

investigate and decide (a case) in a formal 

trial). 

 cling to (verb) – hold on to, grip, grasp, clasp, 

attach oneself to, hold tightly. 

 the state (noun) – the government, the 

regime, the authorities. 

 narrative (noun) – a representation of a 

particular situation; portrayal/account. 

 ground (noun) – reason, cause, basis, factor. 

 Maoist (noun) – a follower of Maoism (it 

originated in China as a form of communist 

theory derived from the teachings of Chinese 

political leader Mao Zedong). 

 plot (noun) – conspiracy, intrigue, secret plan. 

 overthrow (verb) – remove, topple, oust, 

unseat, bring down. 

 bail (noun) – conditional, temporary release 

of an arrested/imprisoned person when a 

specified amount of security is deposited or 

pledged (as cash or property) to ensure 

his/her appearance in court when required. 

 statutory (adjective) – legitimate; required by 

statute. 

 bar (noun) – ban. 

 statutory bar (noun) – the ban that has been 

placed on an activity by a parliamentary act. 

 anti-terrorism (noun) – counter-terrorism; 

actions taken to combat or prevent terrorism. 

 invoke (verb) – cite, refer to, adduce. 

 diffident (adjective) – shy, modest; 

unassertive, unassuming, hesitant. 

 judiciary (noun) – judges. 

 the judiciary (noun) – a branch of 

government in which judicial power is vested. 

 spell (noun) – period, session, term. 

 hospitalisation (noun) – the act of taking (or) 

admitting someone to (or) in hospital for 

treatment. 

 octogenarian (noun) – a person who is in 

his/her 80s (80 to 89 years old). 

 plead (verb) – appeal to, petition, supplicate, 

request, ask earnestly. 

 interim (adjective) – provisional, temporary, 

transitional.   

 entitle (verb) – allow, permit, grant. 

 take up (phrasal verb) – accept, say yes to, 

accede to, agree to. 

 disposal (noun) – conclusion. 

 accountability (noun) – responsibility, 

liability, answerability. 

 National Investigation Agency (NIA) (noun) – 

The National Investigation Agency is a central 

agency established by the Indian Government 

to combat terror in India. It is functioning as 

the Central Counter-Terrorism Law 

Enforcement Agency in the country. The 

National Investigation Agency (NIA) is created 

following the terror attack in Mumbai on 

December 26, 2008. It came into being on 

December 31, 2008, with the passage of the 

NIA Act of 2008. 

 perversely (adverb) – illogically, irrationally, 

unreasonably, incorrectly. 

 pandemic (noun) – the worldwide spread of a 

new disease; The illness spreads around the 

world and typically affects a large number of 

people across a wide area. 

 detrimental (adjective) – undesirable, 

harmful, unfavourable, counterproductive. 

 well-being (noun) – a healthy 

state/condition. 

 elapse (verb) – pass, go by, go past. 

 seek (verb) – ask for, request, appeal for. 

 plea (noun) – appeal, petition. 

 hold (verb – rule, decide. 

 infirmity (noun) – weakness, feebleness, 

impairment; unsteadiness, hesitation, 

instability. 

 incarceration (noun) – imprisonment, 

confinement, custody. 

 amount to (verb) – become, develop into, 

prove to be, turn out to be;  boil down to, 

come down to. 

 endanger (verb) – imperil, jeopardize, risk. 

 systemic (adjective) – affecting all of 

something; constructional, organizational, 

structural. 
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 undertrial (noun) – a person in custody (for 

court’s trial). 

 circumstances (noun) – situation, condition, 

context. 

 humane (adjective) – compassionate, 

considerate, sympathetic, kind-hearted. 

 sipper (noun) – drinking straw. 

 legality (noun) – lawfulness, legitimacy, 

validity. 

 Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) 

(noun) – an Indian law aimed at effective 

prevention of unlawful activities associations 

in India. Its main objective was to make 

powers available for dealing with activities 

directed against the integrity and sovereignty 

of India. 

 arise out of (verb) – occur, happen, take 

place (as a result of something). 

 commemorative (adjective) – memorial, 

remembrance, celebratory. 

 alleged (adjective) – supposed, claimed, 

professed, purported, reported, ostensible. 

 credible (adjective) – acceptable, 

trustworthy, reliable, dependable; believable, 

plausible, reasonable. 

 plant (verb) – fix, put, place, position. 

 malware (noun) – software program 

designed to damage a computer system. 

 call (for) (noun – demand, desire, need, 

request; requirement, necessity. 

 ring true (phrase) – to seem true. 

*********************************************************************************** 

CULTURAL GENOCIDE:  

ON DISCOVERY OF HUNDREDS OF GRAVES IN CANADA 
Canada should ensure justice for indigenous community who suffered systemic violence 

 

The recent discovery of hundreds of graves in Canada has put the spotlight back on its dark past, 

when indigenous people faced systemic discrimination and violence. In June, the Cowessess First Nation, 

an indigenous organisation, found 751 unmarked graves at the site of a former residential school in 

Saskatchewan. This came a month after another indigenous organisation discovered the remains of 215 

children at a closed residential school in British Columbia. Canada’s residential school system was a telling 

example of how indigenous people were treated. Between 1882 and 1996, an estimated 150,000 children 

were sent to residential schools, that were funded by the federal government and run mostly by the 

Catholic Church. Most of these students were forcefully taken away from their families. And thousands 

never returned. In 1883, Canada’s first Prime Minister, Sir John A. Macdonald, defended in Parliament the 

system of residential schools, saying indigenous students should be kept away from their parents, “who 

are savages”. The children were not allowed to speak their languages or practise their culture. Many were 

abused. An estimated 4,000 children died, mainly due to TB, malnutrition and other illnesses resulting 

from the squalid conditions in the schools. Despite these horrors, the residential school system continued 

for over a century. 

 

In 2008, Prime Minister Stephen Harper issued a formal apology. The Government also set up a Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission to document the history and the lasting impact of the school system on 

the indigenous communities. In 2015, the commission called the violence against the indigenous students 

a “cultural genocide”. It has made 94 “calls to action” to different levels of the government and 

communities that included independent investigations and steps to protect Aboriginal rights and culture. 

It also asked the Catholic Church to apologise and take steps toward reconciliation. The Vatican is yet to 

formally apologise for the schools. Justin Trudeau, who came to power in 2015, had promised that 

addressing the grievances of the indigenous communities was a core agenda. But six years later, 

indigenous organisations say the authorities are half-hearted. The back-to-back discoveries of unmarked 

graves strengthen indigenous organisations’ claims that the actual number of the dead is way above the 

estimates of the commission. Mr. Trudeau has expressed “guilt” over the abuses. But that is not enough. 

His government should assist indigenous organisations to find unmarked graves. He should order 

investigations into the residential schools with graves to get to the bottom of the matter. Mr. Trudeau 

should also accelerate steps to implement all the recommendations of the Reconciliation Commission to 

ensure reparations are done to the country’s indigenous community. 
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 cultural (adjective) – ethnic, racial. 

 genocide (noun) – mass murder, massacre, 

ethnic cleansing, mass slaughter. 

 discovery (noun) – finding, detection. 

 grave (noun) – place where a dead body is 

buried. 

 indigenous (adjective) – native, original, local. 

 systemic (adjective) – affecting all parts in a 

system; constructional, organizational, 

structural. 

 the spotlight (noun) – the public attention, 

the focus of public/media; the public eye. 

 put the spotlight on (phrase) – to focus on 

someone or something; bring attention to 

someone or something. 

 discrimination (noun) – prejudice, bias, 

intolerance, inequity, unfairness (against an 

individual or group of individuals by society 

and its institutions (basically in the 

procedures, policies or objectives) as a whole. 

 unmarked (adjective) – overlooked, unnoted, 

mysterious. 

 residential school (noun) – a boarding school; 

(in Canada) a federal government-funded 

boarding school for children from indigenous 

communities. 

 telling (adjective) – striking, strong, 

significant, important. 

 federal (adjective) – relating to a system of 

government in which establishments such as 

states or provinces share power with a 

national government. 

 run (verb) – manage, administer, oversee, 

control. 

 defend (verb) – justify, vindicate, support, 

speak in support of. 

 keep away from (phrasal verb) – make 

someone stay away from. 

 savage (noun) – barbarian, wild man, wild 

woman; primitive, uncivilized people. 

 abuse (verb) – misuse, ill-treat, treat badly. 

 due to (phrase) – because of, owing to, on 

account of, as a result of. 

 malnutrition (noun) – undernourishment, 

undernutrition, poor/unhealthy/inadequate 

diet. 

 squalid (adjective) – dirty, poor, slumlike, 

shabby, miserable. 

 horror (noun) – cruelty, savagery, awfulness. 

 apology (noun) – expression of regret. 

 set up (phrasal verb) – start, initiate, institute, 

establish. 

 Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) 

(noun) – The TRC to document the history 

and the lasting impact of the (residential) 

school system on the indigenous 

communities. The TRC’s Final Report is a 

testament to the courage of each and every 

survivor and family member who shared their 

story. 

 reconciliation (noun) – restoration of friendly 

relations, bringing (back) together (again). 

 commission (noun) – committee, council, 

panel, advisory body. 

 document (verb) – record, register, report. 

 lasting (adjective) – long-lasting, continuing, 

persisting, enduring, permanent. 

 call to action (noun) – stimulus, 

encouragement, exhortation/urging (to deal 

with a problem). 

 aboriginal (noun) – native, local, original 

inhabitant. 

 apologise (verb) – say sorry, express regret, 

make an apology, ask forgiveness, beg 

pardon. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, 

try to sort out. 

 grievance (noun) – complaint. 

 authorities (noun) – the government, the 

establishment, the bureaucracy, the 

system/regime. 

 half-hearted (adjective) – unenthusiastic, 

apathetic, indifferent, unconcerned, 

dispassionate, uninterested. 

 back-to-back (adjective) – consecutive, 

successive, continuous. 

 way (adverb) – really, truly, extremely. 

 guilt (noun) – self-accusation, self-

condemnation, feelings of guilt. 

 abuse (noun) – wrongdoing, misconduct, 

misdeed, offence/crime. 

 get to the bottom of (phrase) – origin, cause, 

root, source. 

 accelerate (verb) – hasten, expedite, speed 

up. 

 reparation (noun) – amends, restitution, 

redress, compensation. 
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